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was shifted westward to the right bank of the rivei
Mekhong, between Cambodia and Luang-Prabang, Siam
thus ceding the whole of the territory between the river
and the coast range, a region about 80,000 square miles
in extent, with a population vaguely estimated at some
two millions. From Luang -Prabang to the British
frontier the Mekhong, here running west and east, becomes
the northern boundary of Siam. But the little-known
region stretching northwards to China, and extending
from Tongkin westwards to British Burma, is not appro-
priated by France, but through the intervention of Eng-
land was reserved to form a future neutral zone or " Buffer
State" between Great Britain, China, France, and Siam,
the last-named thus sacrificing another slice of territory,
estimated at 20,000 square miles, with a population of
perhaps 1,000,000. Siam also withdraws all armed
vessels and military posts from the provinces of Battam-
bang and Siemreap, that is, from the Siamese section of
the lake district, Cambodia, and also from within 15 miles
of the right bank of the Mekhong below Luang-Prabang,
France to hold Chantabun until all the terms of the
treaty are complied with. The last-mentioned clauses
are a practical surrender of the Siamese Cambodian pro-
vinces and of the 15-mile zone along the right bank of
the Mekhong from Luang-Prabang southwards. A border-
land that cannot be held by military tenure is obviously
.either given over to anarchy or to the control of the more
powerful conterminous State. Such an arrangement
could only be, as it was meant to be, temporary, and the
continued advances of the French in the Upper Mekhong
basin resulted in the Anglo-French treaty of January
1896, by which the proposed buffer state disappeared,
and the Mekhong became the boundary between the
British and French possessions from the KTam-Huok